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The 19th Amendment

 The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not 
be denied or abridged by the United States or by any 
State on account of sex. 
 [All citizens have this right and sex shall not be considered]

 Congress shall have power to enforce this article by 
appropriate legislation
 [Our system was set up so that the legislative branch (i.e. Congress, made 

up of the House and Senate) can pass laws pursuant to the powers 
granted to it in the Constitution.]



U.S. Constitution - Article V



The Women’s Bureau
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Declaration of 
Sentiments

 The history of mankind is a history of 
repeated injuries and usurpations on the 
part of man toward woman, having in 
direct object the establishment of an 
absolute tyranny over her. To prove this, 
let facts be submitted to a candid world.

 Now, in view of this entire 
disfranchisement of one-half the people 
of this country, their social and religious 
degradation--in view of the unjust laws 
above mentioned, and because 
women do feel themselves aggrieved, 
oppressed, and fraudulently deprived of 
their most sacred rights, we insist that 
they have immediate admission to all 
the rights and privileges which belong to 
them as citizens of the United States.



The 14th Amendment

 All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and 
subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the 
United States and of the state wherein they reside. No 
state shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge 
the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United 
States; nor shall any state deprive any person of life, 
liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor 
deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal 
protection of the laws.



St. Louis Golden Lane Protest



Pre-19th Amendment 

Source: 
The National 
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Center



Kansas Highlights

 1867: Direct vote held on women’s suffrage (first in the country!)

 1887: Recognized a woman’s right to vote in local elections only
 April 1887: First woman mayor in the U.S. elected in Argonia, Kansas (Susanna 

Salter)

 1912: Recognized a woman’s right to vote

 June 16, 1919: Kansas ratifies the 19th Amendment by unanimous vote 
during special session  

 Kansas has elected 3 women governors -- Joan Finney, Kathleen Sebelius 
and Laura Kelly



Voting by Sex



Johnson County Election Office Stats









Women in Elected Office 

Source: 
American Bar 
Association CLE
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