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Deuteronomy 4:9-10 ”
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(9) But take utmost care and watch yourselves
scrupulously, so that you do not forget the things that you
saw with your own eyes and so that they do not fade from
your mind as long as you live. And make them known to
your children and to your children’s children: (10) The day
you stood before the LORD your God at Horeb, when the
LORD said to Me, “Gather the people to Me that | may let
them hear My words, in order that they may learn to

’ revere Me as long as they live on earth, and may so teach
their children.”



Pirkei Avot 3:8 ”~
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(8) Rabbi Dostai ben Rabbi Yannai said in the name of .
Rabbi Meir: whoever forgets one word of his study,
scripture accounts it to him as if he were mortally guilty,
as it is said, “But take utmost care and watch yourselves
scrupulously, so that you do not forget the things that you
saw with your own eyes” (Deuteronomy 4:9). One could
[have inferred that this is the case] even when his study
proved [too] hard for him, therefore scripture says, “that
they do not fade from your mind as long as you live”

. (ibid.). Thus, he is not mortally guilty unless he
deliberately removes them from his heart.



Babylonian Talmud Tractate Shabbat 8b g

Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi further advised: And be careful to continue to respect an elder
who has forgotten his Torah knowledge due to circumstances beyond his control. Even
though he is no longer a Torah scholar, he must still be respected for the Torah that he
once possessed. As we say: Both the tablets of the Covenant and the broken tablets
are placed in the Ark of the Covenant in the Temple. Even though the first tablets were
broken, their sanctity obligates one not to treat them with contempt. An elder who forgot
the Torah knowledge he once possessed is likened to these broken tablets.
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Babylonian Talmud Tractate Eruvin §4b o

And, lastly, Rabbi Eliezer said: What is the meaning of that which is written: “And the
tablets were the work of God, and the writing was the writing of God, engraved upon the
tablets” (Exodus 32:16)? This teaches that had the first tablets, the subject of this verse,
not been broken, the Torah would never have been forgotten from the Jewish
people, as the Torah would have been engraved upon their hearts.
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Babylonian Talmud Tractate Menachot 99a-b®

Reish Lakish says: Sometimes the apparent dereliction of
the study of Torah is its foundation, e.g., if one breaks off
his studies in order to participate in a funeral or a wedding
procession. This is derived from a verse, as it is written:
“And the Lord said to Moses: Hew for yourself two tablets of
stone like the first, and | will write upon the tablets the words
that were on the first tablets, which [asher] you broke”
(Exodus 34:1). The word “asher” is an allusion to the fact that
that the Holy One, Blessed be He, said to Moses: Your
strength is true [yishar kohakha] in that you broke the
tablets, as the breaking of the first tablets led to the
foundation of the Torah through the giving of the second
tablets. And Reish Lakish says: With regard to a Torah

’scholar who sinned, he is not disgraced in public, as it is
stated: “Therefore, you shall stumble in the day, and the
prophet also shall stumble with you in the night” (Hosea
4:5). One can derive from the verse that if a prophet or any
other Torah scholar stumbles and sins, one should conceal
his offense like the night and not punish him in public.

And Reish Lakish says: Anyone who causes
himself to forget even one matter from his
studies violates a prohibition, as it is stated with
regard to the receiving of the Torah on Mount Sinai:
“Only observe for yourself, and guard your soul
diligently, lest you forget the matters that your
eyes saw, and lest they depart from your heart all
the days of your life, but you should make them
known to your children and to your children’s
children” (Deuteronomy 4:9)...

The Gemara qualifies this statement: One might
have thought this applies even to one who forgot
his Torah knowledge due to circumstances beyond
his control. Therefore, the verse states: “And lest
they depart from your heart.” This indicates that
the verse is speaking of one who willingly causes
them to depart from his heart.
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Mi:rash Vayikra Rabbah (Margoliot 19:2) ® l

R. Yohanan said [this is analogous] to a loaf of bread hanging in the height of a
house. The dull one, what does he say? “Who can lower this?” And the alert one,
what does he say? “Didn't someone else hang it? Rather | will bring two sticks and
knock them against one another and bring it down.”

Similarly, what does the dull one say? “Who can learn the Torah which is in the heart
of the wise one?” What does the alert one say? “Didn’t he learn from someone else?

Rather I will learn two laws in the day and two laws at night until | have learned all of
the Torah like him.”

R. Levi said it is like a basket with holes whose owners hired workers to fill it. The
dull one, what does he say? “What am | gaining? It goes in [this opening] and goes
out that@ne!” What does the alert one say? “Don't | get reward for each jug?!”
Similarly, what does the dull one say? “What have | gained in learning Torah and
forgetting it?!” What does the alert one say? “Doesn’'t God pay for effort?!”
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Babylonian Talmud Tractae Niddah 30b
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Philtrum

the vertical groove between the
base of the nose and the border
of the upper lip.

R. Simlai expounded: To what is a fetus in its mother’'s womb similar?... And they teach
it the whole Torah as it says, “He taught me, and said to me, ‘Let your heart hold fast
my words; keep my commandments, and live” (Proverbs 4:4). And it says, “When the
friendship of God was upon my tent” (Job 29:4). And when it arrives to the atmosphere
of the world an angel comes and taps him on his mouth and causes him to forget the
entire Torah. As it says,;’Sin crouches at the opening” (Genesis 4:7).




